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By William R. Lighton

weil known writar of ahart storles: Wnown bl
siill mn & Journallat and Interpreter of Southtrn
and Weatern opinion
N THE first year of the war the South
fared hard. You know why, It was
because the etates of the South, ane
and all, had slmost no industvial rat-

ing, #Ave 85 producers of raw materinls, |

ciiefly cotton and lumber. And the firat

effect of the war upon those industries was |

to take the bottom aut of them and loesen
all their ribs. The South got no henelit,
but suffered severely because of the 1014

and 1916 boom in foodstuffs. That was

beeanse the Southern states were not Pro- |

ducing anything like the food consumed by
their own people, but wera regularly draw-
ing their supplies from the North. Corn,
wheat, osts, potaties, beef, pork, canned
stuffs—make the list as inclusive ayd vou
like, excepting only rice and sugnr, and
you will find that every commonwealth of
the South was an importer of every 1tem
of faoi stnpl_ez;.. With their prineipal raw
material revenues suddenly cut in lialf
they had to pay almost twice over for fond
supplies. For a time the experience put
thent almost on their upp.rs.

That is all past. You know what has
happened to cotton snd lumber prices since

W15, And wou may have been following
thie ey hevoie effort of the South te
eed Haelf from it¢ own lands. 1t iz a

story, not to he told here in detail.
For the purpose of this argument the facts
boil down to thia:

In the matler of rondy money, realized
from the boom in her chief ruw materials,
the South is fat with prosperity. Cush is
piled up everywhere; credit is easy; and
the temper of the people, with their pock-
stuffed to bursting, complaisant.
Nuthing like this has cver happened befora
it these states,

(i

Thia prosperity has been begolten and
brod Ly the war. It is not to be eredited
to Secuthern genius or cleverness, The
Southerners did not themsclves engineer
the better prices for and lumber,
World conditions made markets and
ingured the profits. The f the South
kad nothing more f{o than 1o pro-
duce a8 much as they wore abla to meet
demands eagerly waiting. It isn't distort-
the: facts at call that
monoy.”

Now that the war iy finished and we have
te teckon with after-effects in the ingdugs-
iries, what is likely Lo lisppen in the South?
Sinee the South's part in war work, as
compared with that of other regions, has
‘been in only a moderate way construetive,
how may slie go on with her life?

cofton
the
e

do

(]

ing all te “eusy

Will |

—

her prosperity end it conditions in the raw
| muterinl markeis nonarrowing
margin of profit? Wil tha be content to go
[ o the old ways, with a happy-go-lucky
| disposition to he reconcilod to whatever
| happens? Or will she develop naw init
tive, new strength, and undertake a
rrogrumme of indugtrial development 7

result in

{ e South is bant upon, what the South

earnestly and seriously desives, of course.
N0 peaple liaving once enjoyed a state of
substantial well-bring will deliberatoly conx
for something less. 1f desires wore means
fur accomplishing cuds the desires of the
South would enrry her far in the time just

ahegd.
aw Wealth

R For the Taking

“But desire jsn’t onough, The duys of wish-
ing are over snd gone. The South knows it,
The South understands quite well that the
end worth while, the end of atrong growth
and real attainment, will demand something
more than the moad of the war Venrs
| for achievement. The South does not need

to be persuaded that constructive offort is

altogether different from the lnbor of pro-
| dueing waw mnterials. You may take it
| for granted that, so far as mental purcep-
tion goes, these states nre ready for the
U change which must itevitably ecome. They
| know that somehow o now order of things
| must epma 1o pass und that it must be
developed by a new order of genius,

| But the way ig not plaln and straipht.
| The South has the cheoiee of two courses,
It isn’t at al unlikely that if no pre-
ventive mensures are talen there may
come at onca a huge, old-fashioned “hoom™

| oceasioned by a seramble for possession of
the saurees of Southern wealthe—her Iands,
her timber, her ores and coal and oil, and
what not. Long before tha war many mill-
| ions of sutside dellars had found such in-
! vestment; but it was deliberate. cautious
| investment in the main, beeauss no man
| eould foreseo when bBroad development
would begin, These resouress were Liought
because they were to be had at ridienlonsly

That last part of the proposition is what .

—l

low prices. not bhessuse of any promise of |

cearly profits.  Such  speenlative buying
e particular  impreesion— there
wasn't enough of it, measured against the
South’s vast treasury. Values were there
hevond question, but the sheer deadweipht
of e mass of opportunities forbade profiy
taking. There was no hoom.

It seems quite cartain that in the new
time cnsily svailable raw wealth like this,
| no matter what its velume, s not te ro-

main g drug. T8 will be sought. War tige

has called attention to it. Instend of ad

10

"erners have mot been farmers.

Its Present Assets in'Land and Money a Safeguard to
the Nation in the Return to Peace

venluring into remote parts of the enrth—
Mexico, South America, the Far Northwest

American money will undeubtedly seck
possession of this undeveloped wealth with-
in our own boundaries,

Thia will by partieularly true of the |
rich but unused arable lands in the South-
ern States,  Food prodoction, ample for
the world's needs, will be the first large
concern of pence. The world has been on
rations long enough. And here in the South
are millions of rich, idle acres {p he turned
to aceount. When t(here was no sharp
pinch of hunger to stimulate their use de-
nnd lagged. 1t won't lng now.

IF the South will submit to it ehe may
enter at once upon a land boom. In the
past her idle lund has been at once her
greatest asset amd her greatest linhility,
She has not learned fully to appreciate its
value. Speaking in the larger terms of
comparison with other peoples, the South-
Conditions
throughout the Soullt prove that. Leaving
cotton growing out of the aecount, most
af the examples of truly suecessful farm- |
ing in the Southern States have heen de- |
veloped by outsiders. The prosperous small
farmer of Southern blood and traditions s
rather hard to find.

And so it happens, naturally enough, that
the South has looked upon her raw lunds
a2 something to unload upon ths outsider
for whatever they would feteh. Values
have never heen stabilized anywhera in
gny rational way by an understarding of
the land's earning power. Selling prices
are a matter for shrewd bargaining. Thore
has been too much surplus te permit the |
fixing of walues acvording to the supply
and demand theory. Time was, legs (han
n generation apgo, when corn was to ba
hought on the farms in Nebraska for 10
cents a bushel, and no takers, Surplus- -
mountains of surplus which nohody wanted

—determined price. Nobhody bothered to
talk about feeding wvalue of production
casl, |

ot Inviting

A Boom

The South has been in pretty much that
condition this long time with her undes
veloped lands. If she doesn’t nromptiv

and Business
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clinnge her state of mind it is merely
prophesying the obvious to say that she
faces a period of speculutive trafficking in
thia great resource.

The temptation will be strong. The sen-
sation of having plenty of rendy money
ling been very pleasant, all the mbore pleaa-
ant beecausn it came without any apecinl
extra effort.  If the flow gtops from one
gource, why not open another? |
i thal other cource ready at hand.

As T have seen the South in the last two
or three years, met her moods, jodged of
her intentions, 1 am persuaded that she will
not submit to any mad boom frenzy with-
out a protest; certainly, she will not de-
liberately invite it. Five years apgo she
would have welcomed almost any sort of
lund boom upon almost any terms, but not
Lo-diy.

Go where you will, from the Carolinas
to kastern Texas, and you will find the Seuth-
erners pretty much of one mind concerning
this proposition of the right disposition of
her surplus undevelopad land. Here iz a
composite presentment of their reasoning:

“What we want now is not dollar-chang-
ing, but development; nat juggling with
the fictions of cnshing in on eur raw re-
sources, but turning those rezources fo
poermanent account.  It's true that the
proper. farming of our unused lands will
reguire that we pasa them into new hands
—hut what hands? Boosting land pricea
by the sleight-of-hand of =peculative
methods won't creates new wealth. 1f we

| stand for that the speenlators will pockot

the profits of the trading and leave ug just

where we were, so far as production is eon- |

eerned.  Before wa can  be any better
aff, in fact, these lands must be farnmed.
So it's farmers we want, Let's go after
the farmers."

That argument i3 finding very clear and
well organized expression in hundreds of
communities.  There's New Orleans, , for
fnstance, New  Orleanz  has
greatly in war times, through war indus-
but this long time she has heen
thinking ahead, knowing that war must end
by and by, and desiring to be ready for
the readjustnients of peace. Her planning
has been anytiing but vaguo,
ginized hersolf,

tries,

|
And here |
[
|

nrospered |

=he has ov- |
Speaking for her, for her |

civie und industrial interests as a city
and for her ambitions as the capital of &
new empire, Mayor Martin Behrman is de-
claring:

"The end of the world war will find all

the Allied countries, with the exception of |
the United States, wofully short of man |

power.  Every inducement will be offered

cur soldiers to settle permanently in those |

countries,
a gignntic and persistent promotion cam-
paign in periodieals throughout this coun-
try, seeking to induce our young men to
Aettle there and in a measure replace
Canadian losses on the battlefields of Eu-
rope,  If we are to minimize our loss of
citizens through such cause, we must of-
fer them something worth while in our
own eountry—and we have it here in the
South,
who will not wish to return to Indoor oe-
cupntions the North und Eust have noth-

ing to offer excont worn-out, exhausted

| farms, or farm lands so high in price as

to be utterly beyond the reach of the
average man.  And there is now no possi-
bility of these men reaching Northern
farm lands in time to put in a crop for
next scason. . . . But the South has
millions of acres of virgin farm lands, so
low in price as to be within reach of every
one, and in a climate where the greund
can be cultivated and crops grown at ANy
season of the year. . ., . The nation
has a right to, and an emphatic need for,
the undeveloped resourees of the South,
and we should fail in our duty as patriotis
Americans if we should withhold knowledgn
of these resources from those who eould
and would take advantage of them.”

Food Production
The Test

There's no Loom temper in- that, Other
communities by the scors are thinking in
those terms, preparing to meet the future
in just that fashion. [ you would let
the South alone, permit her to choose her
own way of managing things, most as-
suredly she would take matfers in her own
hands and do what she could to insure
legitimate use, instead of erazy exploita-
tion of her assets, The boomer would have

Candda is already conducting |

For the tens of thousands |

ed Land—in ‘the Seuth

-
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to hurry, and he'd need to he a tough-
skinned sort of person at that to make any
headway mgaingt the South’s new-born con-
ceptions,

But that isn't all. There is Secretary
Lane’s fine programme, conceived just in
the nick of time to forestsll blundering in
the South. That programme is receiving
the South’s hearty codperation. Already.
quietly, the South’s raw lands of every
type are heing surveyed and catalogned
and studied. The work isn't guining much
publicity, but public sentiment is strongly
favorable. If there may be Federal con-
trol or a reasonable measure of Feders!
counsel and aid in putting the lands di-
rectly inte the hands of users the pains
of booming will he cut out autoe atically.
They won't even start,

This must not be lost sight of. In the
new time the arable lands of the South are
not to suffer neglect. Thut is inconceiv-
able. Conditions which have held them out
of use for so long are past and gohe:
When all is said the human rece doesn't
value land according to its power to pro-
duce cotton or jule or nost timber pr to-
baceo, or any other strietly commercial
crop. Get right down to it, the world-old
and unchanging stundard of valuation is
the power to produce foodstutfs,

In the South, proof of thix power his
been lucking. When the rest of the ecoun-
try saw the South spending its eotton
money regulat’y in buying foodstuffs from

distant markets, the rest of the countiry

concluded, not illogically, that for some
reason the South couldn®™ produce the food
crops in competition with the North and
West., The failure was charged, not to
the native disposition of the people where
it belonged, but to something radically
wrong in Southern conditions or in
character of the lands themselves. And so
the demand for these lands did not become
acute. The Northerner, with his ewn sound
experience to back him, argued that np re-
gion can be industrially sccure which fsn't
se'll‘-suppurting. He thought everyhody must
understand that. He refused to believe
that a preat group of states deliberately

the

¢+ wouldn't feed themselves if they could. His

reasoning did not make him keen to venturn
southward. Refore He could be strongly
persuaded, there must be a demonstration
of the South's ability to supply hersclf
with food,

War time has afforded that demonstra-
tion in full measure, pressed down and yun-
ning over. The farmer-folk of the nation
know now to a certminty that the South is
able to produce every staple faod crop in
rich abundance, and al costs so reduced as=
Lo spell double the profits possible to the

prairie man. No longer is there any doubt | sihly manage 1o head

,planning to take a hand in ovVery

at all about that., Wherafore the farmer
15 ready to run neck-and-neck with the
speculator for possession of these lands.
There ix mot the least need nor any real
justification for the intervention of elever
middlemen to bring the lands into use.

Another factor will help mightily in set-
tling thi= matter propirly. The South is
construcs
tive industry which may bs based upon the
use of her numberless raw raterials, She's
ready for that; she's bidding now for the
men wio will make
coming she will
nmn.l" of skilled worl
well enough that she
Irss she can
ditions at reasonsl

it possihle, I the tima

all

Anied she knows

br in the market for

AITIE T,

cannot got m yn-

Imsure the best of living con-
t. “The American
skilled worker just won't live out of tin
cans and paper boxes. He must have a
real food—the hest. He'll insist upon good

fresh meat and plenty of it -which means
that the South musit go inte meat growi

for

her own home markets. He'll 4
upon an ‘abundence of the hest dairy prod-
ucts—which means that the 8

Insi

g2
into, dairy farming ws a business., el
want quantities of fresh fdrm stuff, cvery

duy of the week, instead of taking it fi

Sundaye and holidays o which mesns
that Southern farming must be alle io
supply this demand.

Suy what you like about the ofer of
higher wages; talk vourself black in tha
faee about doft climate, and all that; the
plain fact js that the skilled American
workman just won't try to get along on a

diet of salt pork and turnip greens and corn
bread. The food question, mora thss any
other—more than

all the athers put 1
gethen—determines whether he's willine: to
live ead work here or there, 1le s bt

take a job lnying polden paveme
Now Jerusalem if the table 1y

z viaibnth
up to the mark., 1f the South wonts litm
she must feed him. And the Sonth kriows
ime past,
has
that
tryving
thlu
won't eiick anywhere
In
Tarming, diversified
thp

VEry

mans

Blown

and many s promising

thin

up in
expctly And
has guit Hift
for meeting

TeRson.

i it tar

somewhere ol short

st

farmire,

South as for overy other resion tha

und

iz no alternative

netrial

i

ment,
The Sm
£ land

cxeiting,

ith

booming. ho

hrewdly s thye
- WONer interestine o

wanld  serion

husiness of productive

dolay the whele of the

upoen which her mir

S0 she'll have none of i shecan

McAdoo’s

e

ILLIAM GIEBS M'ADOO set
the country guessing when
Lie stepped down from a posi-

tion only less influential than

that of the Presidency. A drain on his
bealth and his personal finances—ihose

were the reasons he gave for resigming |

45 Secretary of the Treasury and Di-
rector General of Railroads. No one
doubts that his explanations were the
truth and nething but the truth, but
were they the whole truth? “The Provi-
dence Journal” thinks not. These are
itz declarations:

“That the basic reason was not inahility
te liva upon the salary paid, but total
dissgreement with the set purpose of
President impose povernment

p or government econtrol of all public
{1 %

a
the

{o DWIET=

he

thr

secretary —has never heen

# publie ownership man and was deter-
mined not te vemain in 4 Cabinet fast
irifting inte that peliey;

il recent expericnte: mot  anly

gihened his hostility to sueh swner

atilp, bt brought Wim into continuous and
sctimenious discussion with the
ani

Mregident

Vi

ysterious Move

| its fulilits. The .“\dmini:'.!ration i% now in

the hunids of twa Cabinet members from
11 "Coxs, M, of .that state;
of Mr. Buaker, who was born and educatnd
it Virginma and only rvecently moved o
Ohio, where he entered publie life,

o Housze, also

Cabinet, but i is belicved that a mujority

i; of them ave of soceinlistic leanings, Tlat
| ® what make: the rotiroment of My Me-
| Adoo the wore lamentable. e was an
} able, safo and sane man.”

There is little but praise for Mr. Me-
Adoo's eareer prior to his resignation,
| * [he New York Glohe” says of him:

| eon N

* York o burden not alwaees fair, and

| wielding at timpes too much te Kitchinism,

hait cr Lo the extent of proveking in-
Iosurrection.  The Highly suceessful ‘cam-
| paigns for the Liberty leans, of which Mr.

be remembered. As Webster said of Ham-
| ilton, so it may be said of Sceretary Me-
Addo, that he struck the rock of nrivatn
| riches nbundant streama of wealth
| gushed farih.”
“Fhe New York Times” thinks it a
pity that—

and

“There is not left a strong man in the |

“Ie has steered a4 middle coyrse, laying |

MeAdoo was commander in chief, will loug

“the nigeardliness of our democrie, tow-
ard i3 servanis has again compelled & puh-
He officer of the fivst order of worth ang
capacity fo Ul pald office al
eritival time to repair his private fortune,
no smull part of which has been spent to
pay his living exponses while in offieo

resign

atl

OF his ability, “The Washington Post"
comments:

'‘Seoretary of the Treasury McAdoo, who
s to leave the Cabinet very soon and whae |
will quit as Director General of Railroaids
in January, i8 the recipient of more offors
of poud jobs than any eother man m the
country.  Dig business concerns ure after
his serviees and are willing to pay him ss |
much for one month the povernmoent
pays buom for a whole yeur. A man of hiv |
capacity and praoved ability eal dictate His
own salary whon signing up with a business
estalilishment.”

ns

Nery unfortunate, thinks “The Balti-
more Sun'';

"To say that the government of the great
Uniled States must he fdeprived of the ser |
viers of such noman becanse it
him a living salary

cannol pay

I to confives sune

very disereditable to our eountry.'
But “The Philadelphia North Ameri-

can’ bluntly ealls him “the quitter” in |

an editorial from which iz quoted:

“The Secretary goes out of his way to
impress upon the public that his service Lo
the nution hag been performed at serinua
finuncial logs to himself. ‘The, emphasis
may have heen used in order to diseredit
reporta that he had net suffered heavily
in this respect. One undouhted merit of
his statement that 1t does not invite
aldmiration on {he pretence that the de-
eision is an wet of patriotic self-saerifico.
Mr, MeAdoo does not inveke the lofty: sen-
timenta which he urged upon hig cauntry-
men in his eloquent appeals to stand by the

is

| government at any cost,

“And now, while & million voung Ameri-
oang are toocontinue at their posty of duty

abroad Tor $30 & month and up, the Secre- |

tary coolly announces thet he cannot afford
o serve the nation at $12,000 & vear, and
must abandon his work at a erucizl time in
order to wmake money. From any other
member of the Cabinet, ar at a less tron-
hlous period in the nation's history, Mr.
MeAdoo's deeision would have no ominaus
meaning.  But coming from lim, and in

view of the vesponsibilities committed to |

Bis ware, it reveals a econeept of pulitic
duty which reflects upon him and will ra
further to confivm the helie? that persona
inferests, and miblie

the whole Administration,”

it service, coantrel

| ties.

\ Thund

€

T WAE with mingled emotions Amer-
icans learned that their total casual-

Lies i the world war were nearly a
quarter of a million—236,117, ac-
cording to General Pershing's report—
that 7§

their lives abroad.

and 2,169 Americans had given
knowing: the toll and surprise at its
extent.

Oniy two weeks before there had been
a reassurving statement from Washing-
ton that—

“careful estimates hased on knowledge of

the battle conditions in the davs imme-
of hostilities
lead officials to believe that all unpublished
and unreported casualties will not exeead

thirty thousand.”

dintely preceding eessation

Although the public generally knew
that the casualty lists were far behind

There was relief on |

o
Lo

“The poliey: of seerecy and suppression
(80 it must be deseribed] pursued hy the
War Department seems indefensible. Six

| months ago the War Department gave sol-

ber gince the close

the fighting, it was not quite prepared |

for so large a ligt of unreported casual-
“The New York Globe” stites the
situation frankly:

emn assurances that it would be frank with
the American people. It has not heen. No
one will contend for an instant that it has
not known, and lang known, the truth.

“Having been guilty of deliberate cup-
pression, it does not lessen 115 offence by
suddenly plumping out the fAgures
of ‘a tripled list. Giving no names and enly
stating totals, it has brought cruel anxiety
to approximately 2,000,000 Ameriean house-
helds. Each is wondering whether its loved
one is inecloded in the unpublished
Having deceived the country several
months, it would seem as if thern might
hiave been m the until
the names were available and could be com-
municated the bereft, Every family
which has not Heard from its shsent mem-
of hostilitics now &

oTOSS

list,
for
persistence deecot

tn

in fear because the War Denartment, rec
ognizing that the truth must comas
out, suddenly resalved to confess and was
10 desirous of escaping from its embarrass
ment that 1t did not eare about anything
olse,

000N

somp miembers of the Cabinot, mory |
cularly regarding the foture of Lha |
ratiroad |
"That he apposed the seizure |

fe calles ich was sanclioned by tha

UNDER

HILY were seated siule hy side on

twor ottier alembers of the Cabinet
hare: Win frame of mind, as dpes alap
tolonel Wouse, whin reuched tha parting
9% the ‘ways with Mr. Hurlesen several

nonths age, and
‘That he hes no Presidential asgpirations,
hut desires only pot falso
ltghe™
“The Philadeiphia Press
ather reason:

v he put oan oa

suggests an-

“Hix lettor of ronignation s dated No
“embnr 14 On that sama duws (he fews-
rapert firet puhliahag ke 'i|:lfl>\r'.nr"m-1r|'!.
that tie President sws ronidoring enlne
ahroall connaction with the penie nigo-
Liationz sod only waited Lo Hear 1he aEin-
1ion of thae I.I\untrl‘, on' th nuestion. That
ontnion wan adverse.  Porhaps Mr. MeAdss
shared in that opinion and ahaved 30 brgnge-
t¥, or perhaps hia tendering 5 1oH ETax

e at that particular ting
oldrpreps

Sinee Mr. MeAdoo bas heon
regarded us

W omiy & eoin
penerally
tha niost likely Democratic
didate for Presidont succesd his
father-in-law, sonie vhservers were cer-
tatit fo regard it as a political move.
That 15 the interpratation of “T'he Phila-
delphia Inquirer,” from which ia quoled:

"It mecma certain that tha next national

tolitical campaipn will ba fought out large-
I¥ un the socialistic taaun., Al

143

ara to the offect that tho present Adminia
tration: will faver permanent eperation of
railways, telegraphs, telaphones and other
utilities by the nation Nothing more
melaneholy eould ho contemplatad, aa it
Would mean & constantly defreasing off-
Gieney in sprviee, A greater cost of lrans
Portation and the boilding up of the most
volossal political machine in {ha hiatory

of tha world. Gaverniient aperation of
aliways has everywhers heen o failure
g always must be.

“It meema likely that in 1020 we shall

have another such campaign as that of
1898, National ownership and aperaMon
Will at first appeal to the masses as much
% did the free coinage of =ilver, hut in tha
Meantine oxperience ought to demowatrate

tndications |

| smile.

jwords

the beach. She snhinged her

Rhands in the samd as she talked
| and  let the  grains  trickle
| theough her fingers The Lay was a
| sheot.  of light, reading toward the
glowing and reddening west. A hand
of elpudyg, arveenlar in shape, formed

on the horizon a pathetic outline of don-
jotie, tuwers and gteeples, encireled by
« wall of pearl gray vapor. The hreeze
[ carne in from the sed, just strong enough
to flutlen the young givl’s white silk
cosbume against her arms, shoulders and

| Broast.

I To Inm, who had just left the war
: behind him and who was about to be
Cswallowed up by it again within o few

-dayve, the sctbing, its ealm, the veice
whivh eame to him out of the clear
Ldepths of the other's soulall scemed

unreal. o looked and  listened, con-

fused in his sensations of happiness, not
| knowing whether 1t was truly for him
thiit. those words were taking shape—
| worids of a singular quality of tone, pure
a5 the air, wards which he wisheld al-
ways toorecall. They had the fresh per-
fume of w yvoulh prolected by modesty.
When @ phrase had come and gone the
silence seemed still to vibrate with it

The young man didn't dare to break
that silenice in spite of the eager Im-
patience of his heart. : :
@irl asked him some question, with a
Or she hegun to talk once more,
vielding to the attraction of certain
| which revealed her mind, but
which neither her parents nor her bhest
eirl friend would ever have lieard her
use as the was now using them. Their
facil® outpouring surprised her, ani
it weemed to her at times thal she was
almoest discovering herself when she ut.
tered them.

THE EVENING STAR-By Charles Henry-Hirsch

Translated by William 1. McPherson
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Finally, hecavse she grew silent aid
cedsed Lo smile at hin—beauliful, suf
fused with the mellowness which tingred
the sky, a veflection of {he enigma of
the approaching twilight on her delicate
face— he confessed the eroat happiness
==l him,

“Never, nowhiers, Have 1 hpen as
happy, mademoiselle, as T am pgow”

“Take care. We agreed” —

“Bub you econsented Lo eur meoling,

after thren years of correspondence.”

Then the young |

“T consented only when you pressed
me to do so.”

“Io vou regrot 1t 7"

“I don't know how to muke compli
ments."”

“That is one, mademoiselle.

“Aninveluntary one, inany case. And
you wrote me one day: ‘Nothing ought
to be involuntary.” "

“What a day that was, We were''-

With a gesture he waved away the
hideotts memeory which  wouldl  have
peopled with dead men and with scenes
of viplence the little hay, an which the
sun was sinking below the almoest mo
tionless waters.  The breeze bhrought
from afar the sound of a cannon =hot, of

|, another, of a third.

“I was going Lo recount to you an |
hour of war and they call me to order.” |

They listened. But nothinz came in
from the sea but the rolling of the surf,
She retained an expression of anxiety,
earh of her hands clenching the =and
which it had scooped up.

e

“Aren't you afraid of catching cold?
asled the young man,

She shivered, as if he had touched
her, Then she answered, quoting Ver-
faine:

U is o the exquisite hour. "

I wvain she talked of the dinner, of
the guests whe were now playing hridge,
without giving even a glance at the seca.
Iir vain he talked of other things., They
were thinking each of the other, and that
fact, which troubled them egually, quick
ly suspended their conversation,

The horizon was fading out.  Under
the wyellowing sky  the brown rocks
emerged, enormous, from o seintillating
preen-gold surface, thinking

She wwas

that in a few days he would be looking |

at the ravaged eountry at the front, in-
stead of all this quietude and splendor.
At the same moment he exelaimed:

“And to think that it is necessary to
go buek there!"

Without a transition, he added:

“I have only wvou, mademaiselle— {n
whom T eling.”

Letter hy letter he had confided to
her lis whole life—all his ambitions,
what sorrows had softened him, the ma
turity which had come to him throuzh
the rude trials of the war, Ile hid sent
his picture to his “dear godmother,” in
order to induce her, in exchange, to re-
veal a little of her outward appearance;
her age, at least; if she were free, ar
merely the ealar of her hair. She had

l ended by agreeing that he should come

to spend hig furleugh in this little bath-
g Tesort by the sea, to swhich he had
rddressed his letters to her the cummer
Iu-furr-‘

"You should have prevented me from
voming if yoen will not permit me to
express the feelings which you—— 1 heg
your pardon. I make sou think that |
ant a bruate.”

“What an idea!"

“Buty yes. 1 coulil not go away with-
aut telling you—that T sve you. Thore
15 too much of the romantic in our ad-
venture. [ dare not reprosch vou for
that, since your Lindness has made it
worth my while to have heen down there.
However, when 1 am mno longer here,
won't you remember this evening with
i little of the same emotion which mas-
ters me? [ have loved the tender ca-
miraderie of your letters, their indul-

genee, their spirit—that which they have | ;
 and drew him gently toward her.

carrvied ta me—down there at the front

af the sense of motherliness and of
yvouth.  You couldn't even suspect the
value of all that to an urphan like me.

“To-day I am sure that | loved you
from your very first letter. I have loved
vou with all that is in me—with a lave,
ardent and respectful, which ean no long-
er he silenced. 1 beg vou, mademoiselle,
listen to me. My love cannot offend you,
It seemed to me at the front that I was
enduring everything’ in wvour defence.
And T didn't know your age, vour sta-
tion or even what you looked like.
I read into your heart, and vou unfolde

But |

vour intelligence to me. You huave sur-
passed all the images which 1 formed
of vou. You resemble them all a ittle.
Iosee my fdeal at last. T love you. |
have written vou that a soldier has no
Tight to hecome engaped before the end
of the war. T tuke it back. That is all
[ can say. If it is egoism—and | sdmit
that is—1I hold that one ecan talorate o

certain egoism in us who fizht,  Am
I not right, mademaiselle?”

“Yos."

“Well?"

“1 should like tn give vou an an
swer-———

He looked her straight cves
They unveiled themselves A =he
believed that the falling night would

coneeal the happy smile in them, whos
sweetness she could no langer conceal.
T am afraid of catehing cold.” =he
said. “Shall we go in?"
Because of Lthe disappointed lopk on
his face she insisted:
“Ciet up and help me "
“Oh!

gotically.

Pardon me!” he said, apolo-
When he had pulled her to lier feet

she did not loosen her hands from his,

"“You see, my father i on the terrace
of the vilia. He is looking at us, And
I tell you that I ani infinitely happy that
vou love me, Pierre.”

“Mademnizelle”—

“You may kiss me. Papa will say
nothing. He expects it, Mamma would
be with him if there werenaota game of
bridge. They knew that vou would kiss
me, perhaps, on the rising of the first
star. [t has risen.”

“T love you."

“T am not at all romantic, am 17"

“I adore you."
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